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= Who Departed this Life Feb. 16, 1705. : 
. BEING | 


A Brief Account of the moſt mate-} Y 
rial Circumſtances of his Life and Y 
Profeſhon. 


= Written by himſelf, and given at his ; 
Funeral to his Friends and Acquain- i 
tance, to be read and peruſed for their 
Encouragement in Duty, and Imita- 1 
tion of Piety, in order to the Enjoy- $ i 
ment of an Eternal Heavenly Life. 15 
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Tho he be dead, yer ſpeaketh, Heb. 11.4. \ | 


7 hey have Moles and the Prophets, if they bear | 
not them, neither will they be perſwaded, tho':; 
0219 en the dead. Lale 16. 31. 
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Mr. Joſeph Davis, Sen. 

DECEAS'D. 


JOSEPH DAVIS, Senior, 
was born at Cbipping-Norton, 
a Corporation in the County of 
Oxford, the latter end of Auguſt, 
„ 
2 A 2 


My 


* 


+ 
My Father Mr. Joby Davis 


who had been for a long time a 


Burgeſs, and Chief Magiſtrate of | 


the aforeſaid Corporation, and 


Was in thoſe Days nicknam'd a 
Puritan, brought up his Children 

(confideringthe Darkneſs of thoſe | 
times) Religiouſly, which by the 
effectual Working of the Spirit 
of God, wrought” his Fear in me 
in my Childhood, fo as to ſhun Þ 
ad late bad Companions, and 
alſo (as well as I could, in that 


State of Childhood) to ſcek my! 


Creator in Prayer privately. 
In Biſhop Laud's time, many 
of the beſt Preachers being ſi- 


lenc d, I was drawn forth to thirſt | 


after their Miniſtry, and upon 


the Firſt Day in the Afternoon 


ned g uſed frequently, 
With 


——-— : — — —ꝛ — —ö 


Wa Az F 


6— BY — — — 6— 


(5) 
with others, to go to hear thoſe, 
who were accounted the beſt and 


| moſt profitable Preachers, and 


who, at the beginning of the Ci- 
vil War, were nicknam'd Bromn- 


iſts, and afterwards Round- heads. 


My Father, inclining to take 


the Parliament's fide after Eage- 
| bil] Fight, and King Charles the 
| Firſt's coming to the City of Ox- 
| ford, which he made his C 


| was forced to leave his Shop 
and Houſe, for fear of Impriſon- 
ment. TY 


wad \S_ hs has” YCTi3. 


At this very time, my Mother 


lying in a languiſhing Condition, 


the King's Soldiers came in the 


| middle of the Night, and broke 


open our Shop, and took away 


all our moſt valuable Goods; and 


I praying them to be merciful, 
$4 „ they 


(6) 
they put a Piſtol to my Breaſt, 
threatning to ſhoot me. 

Some time after, a Man and 
Woman came with a pretended 
Commiſſion from Oxford, to carry 
all away; but the common Peo- 
ple themſelves, out of Abhorrence 
to ſuch an unjuſt and barbarous 
Deſign, got together and pre- 
vented them, for that time; tho' Þ 
a little after, they came with 

a Troop of Robbers, and took a- 
way all; fo that Father, Sons, 
and Daughter, were forc'd to fly 


to Warwick, the next Garriſon, 


and there live upon the ſpend. - 
Some time after, Mr. Francs 
Cooling, a Mercer at Coventry, ſee- 
ing me, took a liking to me, to 
whom I was put Apprentice, and 
fſerv'd Nine Nears; when I had 
="... 


been in his Service about Four 
Years, he ſet me to keep Shop 


for him at Hales Owin in Por- 


| ceſter-ſhire. 


—_—_— TT re 


| nance of Baptiſm, I was (as a 
| Believing Repenting Diſciple) 
admitted to paſs under that Glo- 


At which Place God wrought 


| ſoeffectually upon my Soul, that 
the Love of God and Chriſt cau- 
| ſed me to thirſt after Heavenly 
| and Divine Enjoyments, and the 
Country being barren of the true 
Profeflors of the Goſpel-Religion, 
I thought the time long till I re- 
turn'd to Coventry, where ha- 
ving receiv'd light into the Ordi- 


e. 


rious (tho' by many ſo much de- 


ſpiſed) Ordinance. 


I was no ſooner Baptiz'd, or 
according to the proper Significa- 
RS: tion 


(8) 
tion of the Word, Dipped, but 1 
was deſpiſed” by all the Family, 


and fell under great Trials upon 
the account of the Unfaithfulneſs 
of H. D. my Fellow-Servant, and 
then Head-Apprentice, who uſed 
to purloin from our Maſter, F 
which was diſcover'd by our Mi- F 
ſtriſs's ſecretly laying Ten Shil- 
lings as a Trap in an open Place; 
upon which he was put into the 
Conſtable's Hands, and after his 
Father had ſatisfy d the Bond gi- 
ven for his Truth, he was turned 
out of Doors, and went to Lon- 
don. The Reproach this raiſed 
on the Profeſſors of the Bap- 
tized way, and the Occafion of 
Inſulting, it gave to its Adverſa- 
ries, was very grievous unto me, 
and ready to break my Heart; 
e 0 
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ſo that my Trouble on that Ac- 
| count was viſible in my Counte- 
| nance. | alſo became ſo ſhaken 
and weak in my Mind, that I was 
even ready to fall, and had not 
everlaſting Arms been put under- 


neath to uphold me, and Integri- 
ty and Uprightneſs preſerved me, 


Þ 1 had fallen from my Profeſſion. 
{ My Maſter made uſe of this 
my Diſorder, to endeavour to 


try me, and appointed a Preſ- 


| byterian Minifter to come to a 
| Neighbouring Alderman's Houſe, 


Þ to diſcourſe with me, but Jebo- 


aß made me to ſtand. I was al- 
ſo appointed to wait on the ſaid 
Miniſter another time, which I 
did, and fincerely told him, I 
could not in my Conſcience deny, 
and turn from the Truth I own- 
| ed; 


4 
ed; and my God fo moderated 
him, that he ſaid he would not 
perſwade me againſt my Conſci- 
ence, and fo diſmiſſed nre. 

By the Rich Grace of God, I | 
was enabled to bear all the Þ 
Scorns and Frowns of my Ma- 
ſter ; and the Fear of God cauſed F 
me to be much more Faithful 
and Diligent 1n his Buſineſs, tho' F 
having ſometimes Leiſure, had 
_ uſually my Bible by me, and 
looking into God's Holy Word, F 
one time eſpecially, my Maſter 
found me Reading, and thus re- 
buked me, faying, You ſtudy, 
Dunce, but you will proceed a 
Block-head one of theſe Days. 
| Thro' Rich Grace, I was not 
_ aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
nor of his poor deſpiſed Properly 

an 


14151 


and in order to provoke the Pro- 


feſſors of this preſent Day to Love 
and good Works, bear with me, 


to acquaint thoſe to whom theſe 


may come, with my Practice at 


That time. 


Upon the weekly Day of Pub- 


| lick Worſhip, which! 5 OWN- 


ed, I was accuſtom'd with ſeve- 


| ral others to riſe early in the 
Morning, and meet together, to 
pray, and confer about the things 
of God, in order to help each o- 


ther Gerd in our Chriſtian 


Race: This we did till Church- 


Worſhip began; and the fame 
Improvement of our Time we 
made in the Interval after Din- 
ner, till the beginning of the Af- 
ternoon- Worſhip, and at the End 
thereof we h the ſame Ex- 
erciſe, 


(12) 
erciſe, and continued it until Se- 
ven or Eight of the Clock. 
Oh! That before I die, 1 
might ſee, and hear the Fruit of 
ſach Z eal, Livelineſs, and tho- 
row Godlineſs in Profeſſors; ſuch 
as I know to have been in "thoſe 
choſen out of the World, and 
who cloſed with precious Jeſus, 
in that time, when the Nation 
was delivered from much Super- 
ſtition. But tho' this Glory be 
now departed, and this Word 
too much verified, I he full Soul 
loat hs the Honey-comb, and there 
wants that ſpiritual Hunger in 
the Saints, as David had, when 
he lays, My Soul longeth for God, 
when ſhall I appear before him : yet 
as I live at preſent, I hope to die 
in the Faith, it ſhall return a- 


gain; 


(1) 

gain; at that time the Spirit ſhall 
be poured from on high, the Wil- 
derneſs become a fruitful Field, and 
the true Church, Spiritual Jeru- 
ſalem, be made the Praiſe of the 
whole Earth, an Eternal Excellen- 
cy, and the Joy of many Generati- 
ons. 

After ſome time I purpoſed to 
alter my Condition,and my Con- 
ſcience and Judgment, according 
to God's Holy Word, directing 
me to a Vertuous Woman, I en- 
tered into a Married State with 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wright, Siſter to 
Mr. Stephen Wright of Daventree, 
in Northampton-Shrre, about the 
Year 1655, by whom 1 ob- 
tain'd, as the Gift of God, Four 
Children, which have all been re- 
moved from me by Death, but 
| 8 „ 
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hath made a Staff to me, in my 
Old Age, and who is joyned in 
the fine "Chriſtian Communion 


the Faith of Jeſus. - 


But it may be noted, as Mat- 
ter of great Lamentation, that 


age, with the Sons and Daugh- 
State, like the Old World, Gen. 
6. that periſhed with the Wicked, 
way: So will the Day of the 


Lo be by Fire, that ſhall burn 
like a an Oven; Ma, 1 


my Son Joſeph; whom the Lord 


with me, among thoſe that keep 
the Commeundatents of God, and 


the. Holy Seed do frequently i in- 
termingle themſelves in Marri- 


ters of Men, being much dege- 
nerated from their Primitive 


the Flood carrying them all a- 


7 reer 


ö 
I ſhall leave this Teſtimony for 

my Brethren to conſider of, that 

have, or do Marry ſtrange Wives. 

God's Word forbids ſuch Marri- 
| ages, as Where Perſons are Ido- 
laters, and are not 1n the Pure 
| Worſhip of God, Gen. 6. 2, 10. 
Exxra 9. 12. 2 Cor. E. 14, 15, 16, 
17. that are Unbelievers, Un- 
godly, Unrighteous, that do not 
take Chriſt's Yoke. upon them; 
but are Sons and Daughters of 
Belial, that will live without Go- 
| vernment, and ſo cannot be {aid |} 
to be in the Lord. 1 Cor. 7. 39. 
| duch, in Scripture- Senſe, ma 
be called Brothers and Siſters {| 
that are Doers of Chriſt's Will; | 
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Mat. 12. 50. And St. Paul ſaith, 
1 Cor. 9. 5. Have me nat (inclu- 
ding the reſt of the Saints) Por- 


e. 


(16) 
er to lead about a Sifer, a Wife, 
Sc? They have Liberty to do 
it, but muſt not marry an uncon- 
verted Perſon. 

I had been Married but a few 
Years, but the Sins and Divifions 
among the Congregations, and 

profeſſing Party, made way for 

what follow'd ; the Correſpon- 
dence, and Confederacy general. | 

ly of "thoſe called Presbyterians, 

with thoſe that carried on the In- 

tereſt of King Charles the Second, 

After Oliver Cromwell's Death, 
moſt of the Vileſt and Looſe Pro- 
fane Gentry and Papiſts aſſocia- 

ting in many of the Counties of | 

England, made Hoſtile Prepara- 

tions, to have violently wreſted 

the Power out of the Army's 
Hands ; but by the Vigilancy of 

thoſe 
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(17) 


thoſe intruſted, their Defigns 


were broken 1n moſt Counties. 


However, in Lancaſhire, Sir 
George Booth, a Presbyterian, in 
Conjunction with Papiſts, and 


other Perſons diſaffected to the 
| Government, roſe in Arms, and 


became very formidable, which 
occaſioned the March of Lieute- 
nant General Lambert, and the 
Army under him, that way, by 


| whom they were ſoon routed and 


diſperſed ; and Booth himſelf, 
effeminately diſguiſed in Wo- 


| man's Apparel, defigned to make 
the beſt of his way for London; 
but going to a Barber's to be ſha- 


ved, that he might not be ſuſ- 
pected to be a Man, he was diſ- 


covered, and apprehended at Nem- 


port-Pannel, and carried to the 
 B Toper. 


(18) 


Tower. Which ſhould be a War- 
ning to Perſons for the future, 
not to joyn in any ſuch Actions 


with ſuch as fear not the Lord. 
After Lambert and his Army | 
had gain'd the Victory over the | 


other Party, they made ſuch Pro- 


polals to the Parliament, which i 


had given them their Commiſli- N 
ons, that fo offended, and crea- Þ 
ted in them ſo oreat Jealouſies Þ 
one of another, that King Charless Þ 


Friends made Advantage of it, 
fiſhing in theſe troubled Waters. ö 


Lieutenant General Monk being 


put into Government, and leftÞ 
by Oliver 10 Scotland ( when Oli 
ver followed King Charles to Mor- 
ceſter, and Routed his whole Ar 
my) hy as a Fox there; and by 
the an e of the Presbyterians 
ftrength- 


(19) 


* 


ſtrengthned and ſo modelled his 


Army, Caſhiering and Impriſon- 


ing thoſe honeſt Officers and Sol- 
diers, that might ſtand in the way 
of his Deſigns; that he took 
Confidence to march out of Scot- 
land toward London, with lying 
| deceitful Pretences, as if his main 
| Defign was to ſtand by the then 
| Parliament, in Oppoſition to the 

Council of State and Army. 
Lambert went down againſt him, 


but did not proſper : The Parlia- 
ment were ſo againſt Lambert, 
| and the Army, that they would 
| grant no Money ; by a divine 
| Hand they were diſpirited, and 


made inſufficient to oppole the 
Progreſs of Monk. The Tide now 


| running ſtrongly for the Accom- 


pliſhment of the Almighty's Pur- 


8 poſe, 


| ( 20 ) 
poſe, for the Puniſhment of all 
ſorts of Profeſſors, for that God 
had put a Prize into their Hands, 
and they wanted a Heart to do, 
and perform theſe good things 

for God and the People, towhom 
they had promiſed, contenting 
themſelves to live at Eaſe and 
Pleaſure. The City-Presbyteri- 
ans were of Monk's Cabinet- 
Council, and when the Army 
removed remote from London, and 
a Lieutenancy and Juſtices were 
put in of his Stamp, then he diſ- 
ſembled his Deſigns no longer, 
but ſends for King Charles the Se- 
cond. The Presbyterian Preach- 
ers Ufhering him in as a King in 
Covenant, without asking Coun- 


ſel of God, or exerciſing their 


Reaſon: The Smart of which 
| EN Action 
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Action the Sincere, Zealous, 
Faithful Saints, both in Scotland 


and here in Evgland, have felt 
both in their Bodies and Minds; 
which leads me to the ſuffering 
Part I met with. 
| About the Time the King en- 
ter'd London, J was illegally ſeiz- 
ed by the County-Troops, and 
carried a Priſoner ſeven Miles 


K 


1 from my Habitation and Call- 


| 


ing, to Burford, and there de- 


tained two Days, being often- 
times tempted to drink the King's 


I as often refuſed ſo vain an Acti- 
bn, tho' it began to be very much 
the Cuſtom of the Time. 

My ſecond Impriſonment was 
after /enner's unlawful Inſurrecti- 
Dn; when the Militia of the 
; B 3 Coun- 


* Health; but out of Conſcience | 
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0 County, Horſe and Foot, were] 


| raiſed ; the ſuppreſſing less 


than Fourty Men; who being o- 
ver- power d, by their une qual 
Force, and thoſe that were left. 
alive of this ſmall Party, taken 
into Cuſtody, a Troop of Horſe 
and ſome Companies of Mi 
litia, came on the Seventh Da) 
in the Evening to our Town, 
and Mr. Hoard, one of the Capf 
tains of the County-Troops, camq 
to my Shop, asking my Name 
and demanding Arms, rude 
made me Priſoner for nothing 
put me into the Cuſtody of 
Soldier, who preſently carried mi 
to the Inn; my Houle was rifle 
by his Soldiers, who took awaf 
my Goods felonioully ; and a tt. 
Ou | was kept there i” te 
i 


Lg) 
Wife and Chile? and till Sunday 
towards Evening ; whenthe Lord 
Lieutenant Faulkland came, who 
after he had vented malicious 
Words againſt me, for diſcover- 
ing that he had been formerly in 
© Booth's Plot, againſt the then Go- 
vernment; he tender'd me the 
Oath of Allegiance, which I did 
not refuſe, and then demanding 
the good Behaviour, the Breach 
ot which they interpreted would 
be going to any ſeparate Aſſem- 
bly, for the ſake of Religious 
Worſhip : This Arbitrary | De. 
mand I refuſed indeed, and was 
kept all Night, and on Monday 
ſent to Oxford Caſtle, with others 
of my honeſt Neighbours, until 
the Lent-Afſizes, when no Mat- 
ters being wes againſt us, 
f B 4 we 


(24) 
we were privately releaſed by 
the Lord Lieutenant. 

In January, the Year following, 


one Worge, a Conſtable, as he 
ſaid, had verbal Order from the 
Lord Faulkland, to take me up a- 


gain, and carry me to Oxford, 


Which he did. accordingly ; and Þ 
with ſuch a Guard, as if | had ; 


been a Criminal, although with- 


out any Warreat of Commit- Þ 
ment, and delivered me a Pri- 
ſoner to the Goaler, where I was 
_ detained till the Lent-Aflizes, and 


then obtained to be called. 
The Judge would know what 
I was committed for; and after | 


had op ened the Caſe. to him, he | 


NT I muft not interfere with 
the Lord Lieutenant y Power; and 
_ fl was remanded back to Priſon 
3 untill 


(25 5 
untill the banner liver (in do- 
ing which, he acted contrary to 
his Commiſſion and Oath ;) but 
then having a more juſt Judg e 
than the other was, he A 
me; the Lord Faulkland, my Ad- 
Þ verfary, having before Nis been 
| ſummoned by Death to the 88 
Tribunal. 


The next Spring I was com- 


F | mitted to Priſon by Sir IT bomas 


| 


_ 1 Penniſon, Deputy Lieutenant, up- 


on the ſame account: Where I 
| remain'd about two Years, and 
| appearing 1n Court, where he 
| was preſent, | told him before 
| the Judge of the Seſſions, that 
| the Engliſh Laws were tender of 
Mens Liberty, and did not coun- 
tenancethe keeping them always, 
uo, nor rſoJong! in Priſon, altho' a le- 


gal 


2 


gal Occaſion had been given farſ 


the Behaviour to be required; 
Whereas I had broken no Lau, 
nor was charged with the Breach 
of any by my Commitment. He 


ſaid, that indeed ſhould have been 
and they, whiſpering together, 
maliciouſly tendred the Oath otÞ 
Allegiance. I anſwered them, II 
had taken it already: And there 
being no new Matter againſt me, 
they might tender it ad inſinitum; 
and therefore, I could not in Con- 


ſcience comply with them herein; 
becauſe I thought ſuch needleſs 


Repetition of a ſolemn Oath Þ 
would be little better than vain Þ 
Swearing. But however in a few 
Seſſions they Præmunir'd me, 


which in Severity is the Loſs of 
all my Goods and Chattels, and 


Impri- 


Aſſiſtance and Comfort of a 


. 
Impriſonment during the King's 
Pteaſure : A frightful Sentence, 
had not my God reſtrain'd the Ex- 
ecution, and fortity'd me by his 
| Grace, with Patience, Courage 
and Reſolution. NR 
But now the proud Waves went 
| over my Soul; tor my Dear Wife, 
| who having had the Encumbrance 
of my Shop, and three Children 
lying upon her hands, deſpair'd of 
my Liberty, and of enjoying the 
band ſhe intirely loved, fell into 
a deep Conſumption, of which 
! ſhe languiſhed above two Years, 
which much haſten'd my Afflicti- 
on : During which time her Af- 
fections carry'd her ſometimes 
beyond her Ability, to come and 
lee me, when ſhe was ſo weak 1 
was 


(25). 

was forced to carry her up Stairs 05 
in my Arms: But when ſhe was tte 
near her End, by the means of ed 
the aforeſaid Sir TI homas Penni- N”* 
ſon's Lady's Midwife, he ordered NP! 
me ſo much Liberty in the Year 80 
1665, that I had the Opportuni- N© 
ty to ſee her laſt End, and diſ- NY 
poſe of my Houſe and Shop-Goods, 
and putmy Children outto Nurſe: 
After which I returned again to 
Priſon as ordered. I may ſay 
with the Pſalmiſt, Pal. 129. 2. 
Many a time fromm) Touth up have 
| they affliided me, &c. 

; But, Reader, behold in this 
| Year] 706, Hiveand God's Grace 
| has been ſufficient for me; by 
| which my Soul has been upheld 
in Life: It was my Joy that 1 was 
accounted worthy to ſuffer for the 


Cauſe 


oo” 
Cauſe of Chrift, and by my Con- 
ſtancy many of my Brethren wax- 
ed more bold, and the feeble Hands 
were made ſtrong, as God had 
promiſed Jeremiab in Priſon : 
So he alſo fulfilled the ſame 
to me, ſhewing me great and 
wonderful things out of his Word. 

He made known unto me what 
| knew not, even his holy Sab- 


bath, the only Day he hath com- 


manded for weekly Worſhip: He 
fulfill'd his Promiſe, and wrote 
his Law in my Heart, Heb. 8. 10. 
as well as in his holy Word, and 
through Grace 1 was not rebelli- 
ous, nor turned away my Ear; 
but preſently purpoſed to be in 
the Practice of God's holy Se- 
venth-day-Sabbath. 


(3 i 
1 alfo — one Mr. 2 
man with the Light that was gi- 


ven by the Word and Spirit into 


my Underſtanding, and he con. 
felled it was the fame with what 
he himſelf had receiv'd; and the 


next Sabbath we kept that ſancti- 


tied time together. Gen. 2, 2. 
Exod. 20. 10. And I had that 
Word made good to me, Ia. 64. 
©. 1 hou meeteſt him that re joyces, 
FP works Righteouſneſs, thoſe that 
remember thee in thy ways. 

O how ſweet is his Divine Pre- 
ſence! And how profitable are 
his Ordinances ! So that Chriſt's 
Spouſe faith, 1 /at under his Sha- 
dow with great Delight, and bu 
Fruit was Tn” to my 1 
2 Cant 3, 


: The 


(31) 
The holy Scriptures of the 
1d Teſtament are expreſs for the 


eventh-day-Sabbath; and ſo are 


Ithe Reaſons urged by the Lord, 


Bxad. 20. 10. allo his Promiſes in 
his holy Prophets to thoſe that 


purely keep it, 1/a. 56. 2. likewiſe 


the I hreatnings againſt the Break- 


ers thereof, Jer. 17. 27. and 


the ill Conſequences that have at- 


tended many of thoſe, who have 
| preached againſt it, as to their 
| Perſonsand Frames of Spirit; and 


che Abſurdities that they have run 


into, have been many and grie- 


vous, whereby they have ſhaken 


and endanger d the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, and do make a very ſmall | 
Bible, and give Countenance to 
the Antichriſtian Enemies to make 


Alterations in Matters of Wor- 


ſhip, 


and the Great High Prieſt Chriſt 
Jeſus, and his holy Apoſtles, who © 
did not ſhun to declare the whole 
Counſel of God, never made any. ! 


the noble Bereans did, Ad, 
17. 11. and you will find, Mat. 
the 55, Chriſt confir ming the 


Sade moral Law, until Heaven 


Jot and Tittle of it; and conſe- 
quently the Seventh- day- Sabbath, 


ſhould pray that their Flight might 


(32) 


ſhip, where the only Wiſe God, 


Reader, if thou art of a diffe- 
rent Judgment, ſearch the Scrip- 
tures of the New Teſtament, as 


0 — — A 2 S 


and Earth paſs away, and every 


placed in the very Heart of the 
Ten Commandments; and that he 
commanded his ill ciples, Mat, 24. 
That after his Death, i. e. at the 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem, they 


not 


= 
not be in the Winter, nor on the 
Sabbat b-day. The Righteouſneſs 
of Zecharias and Elizabeth, Luke 
1. 1s declared zn walking in all 
the Commandments and Ordinances 
of the Lord blameleſs. The Acts 
of the Apoſtles plainly ſhew 
their Veneration for the Sab- 
bath, and its Obſervation, Acts 
13. 42, 44. ch. 15. 21. ch. 16. 
13. ch. 17. 2. And St. Paul in 


his Epiſtle to the Romans, ch. 3. 


3. lays, Do we make void the Law 
through Faith, God forbid; yea, we 
eſtabliſh the Law. And in like man- 


ner, James 2. 10. Whoſocver ſhall 


keep the whole Law, and offend in 
one Point, he u guilty of all-: The 
Reaſon follows; He that by his 
own Voice ſpake any one of the 
Ten Commandments, ſpake eve- 


(34) 


ry one of them. You that week- 
ly profane the Sabbath of the 


Lord, I ſhall preſent you with 
an Inſtance eminently remarkable 


touching the Sabbath. 


The Information following [ 


received from John Rutland, 
Chriſttan of good Credit, of 


Woodbridge in Suffolk, who faw, 


and ſpake with the Widow: 
Woman, the. Subje& of the 


following Relation, which he! 


had from her own Mouth ; he 


having before heard it from his 
own Father, and Mr, Jobs Bel 
cher. 

A certain fincere Chriſtian Wo- 
man, a Widow, living at Burwel 
in the County of Cambridge, had 


been many Years afflicted with: 


enn in her Eyes, againſt 
. which, 


@.. >= 


which, all means ſhe us'd, prov'd 


ineffectual; fo that at length ſhe 


became quite blind: She having 
ſome Scruple in her Conſcience 


Prayer on that account, and de- 


would ſo give her Sight, that 


Word as a Token of it, and made 


is that ſhe would for ever after ob- 
1M ſerve, and keep it: It happen'd 


that the Night following, as ſhe 


0- lay in her Bed,and her Daughter, 


ea Girl of about eleven Years old 


ad by her, ſhe heard, as ſhe thought, 
an articulate Voice, ſaying three 


concerning the Seventh - day-Sab- 
bath, kept a Day of Faſting and 


fir'd of God, that if the Seventh- 
day were his Sabbath, that he 


ſhe might be able to read his 


this Promiſe or Vow to the Lord, 


times, Waſh your Eyes m nw | 
| 2 3 
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(36) 


but Water; 


ſwered with an audible Voice, 


Lord, at thy Command I will waſh 
my Fes i in nothing but Mater; her 


Daughter alſo hearing that Voice. 


Whereupon in the Morning fhe 
bid her Daughter to bring her 
ſome Water, which ſhe did, and 


waſhing her Eyes therewith, ſhe 


went out of her Door, which 


looked toward Sopham, aun two 


Miles off, and ſaid to her Daugh- 
ter, I ſee Fypbam s two Churches; 


and could alſo after ſee very well 


to read in a Bible : And being 


fully convinced of the Truth of 


the Sabbath, ſhe hath kept it ac- 


cording to the Commandment 


upwards of forty Years. 
1 ſhall alſo further relate, how 


the Lord makes known himſell, 


and 


Unto which ſhe an- 


— ———— Ren r e 


(37) 
ind the Truth of his Holy Sab- 
bath by the Judgments . hath 
executed upon preſumptuous Sab- 
bath-Breakers, who have acted 
contrary to their Light and Con- 
ſcience, wherein Omnipotency 
| hath appeared to withftand them 
as he did Balaam. 
| A Relation of this I can give of 
my own Knowledge, and known 
to many others now living. In 
| the Caſe of Mrs. Mary Bailey, 
who after the Deceaſe of her 
| Husband, took a Shop 1n the 
| Houle of a certain Perſon, who 
making leſs account of Religion 
than Intereſt, very induftriouſly 
preſt her to forego. the Obſerva- 
tion of the Seventh-day-Sabbath, 
which ſhe had for many Years 
religiouſly and conſcientiouſly ob- 

C 3 ſerved ; 


6) 
ſerved: Theſe Solicitations co- 
ming at a time of great Affficti- 
on, being immediately after the 
Death of her Husband, and a 
Remove from a plentiful Provi- 
fion, to take the Charge of her 
ſelf and two Children, and no 
doubt, back'd by the Grand Ad- 
verſary of Mankind, fo far pre- 
vailed upon her, the being of a 
melancholy Conſtitution, as to 
deſpair of a ſufficient Proviſion 
for her Family, if ſhe ſhut up 
her Shop on the Seventh-day Sab- 
bath, and preſuming upon this 
Text, 1 bat God requires Merc 
rather than Sacrifice, bid her el- 
deft Son to open the Shop on the 
Sabbath-day ; which (altho' he 
was then but young, being about 
ten Years of Age) he ef 

an 


(39) 


and gefrd S, to forbear with 
Tears: But notwithſtanding her 
Landlord ftill urging her to 
proceed, ſhe, with great Re- 
luctancy, either opened it her 
elf, or got it opened by ſome 
body elſe ; and kept it open one 
whole Day, and about Evening 

| was taken very ill, went home diſ- 
| order'din Body, and troubled in 
Mind, for her preſumptuous a&- 
ing againſt her Conſcience, and 
bDittruſt of God's good Provi- 
dence; and told thoſe about her, 
| and ſeveral ver y worthy Perſons, 
| and alſo my (elf, that came to lee 
| her, that ſhe ſhould certainly die 
that time, for her Offence : And 
being asked how ſhe knew i it, ſhe 
anſwered, the Great God nad 
told her lo: And accordingly af- 
C4 ter 


(49) 
ter an Illneſs of about five or fix 
Days, during ſeveral of which 
ſhe was ſpeechleſs, yet ſenſible to 
the laſt, ihe expir'd, being very 
penitent, and yet with Quietnef 
and Serenity gave Signs, tho 
ſpeechleſs, to the Standers by, 
that ſhe was very well ſatisfied, 
God had pardoned her Sin, and 
that ſhe was well reconciled to the 
Will of God. At her Death, ſhe 
left behind her two Sons, to the 
Conduct of that Providence a- 
lone, which ſhe could not be con- 
tent to truſt to, while alive; both 
which are now living. | 
Jou who profeſs to worſhip 
God after the way of the Church 
of England, and reſpond to the 
Miniſter in the Service upon the 


tourth Commandment p ſaying ex- 


Preſly, 
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"ny 8 
preſly, and with a ſeeming De- 
votion, Lord have Mercy upon us, 


and incline our Hearts to keep this 


Lam; and at the ſame time, as 
you have the Day before, intend 
the next Return of the Lord's Se- 


venth day-Sabbath, to profane it, 
and make it a common Working- 
Day, How does your Practice 
give the Lye to your Profeſſion? 
Lou ſeparate from, and condemn 
the Papiſts, and yet in this, and 
other things, practiſe their Tra- 
ditions. But bear what the Spirit 
| ſaith, Rev. 18. 4. 


And thoſe alſo of the Presby-. 
terian and Independent Perſwati- 


on, whoſe Brethren, in their Wri- 


tings, have ſo honourably and 


plainly confirm'd the Moral-Law, 


whereof the Seventh Day is the 


Sub- 
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Subſtance of one of the Com. 
mandments, would do well tothe 


niſters and Embaſſadors, to ſay 


thoſe who pin their Faith on 
your Sleeves, and take it forÞ 


Principle, that there is a Suffici- 


wiſe to Salvation, through Faith! 
You do, by what you ſay, and 
practiſe, add and diminiſh from 


(42) 


conlider, what daring Boldneſ; 
and Unfaithfulneſs it is in you,” 
who profeſs to be the Lord's Mi. 


the Seventh-day-Sabbath is chan- 


ged to the Firſt Day? How are 


you accountable for the Error offi 


Truth, when there is no Truth 
in it? Is it not your profeſſed 


ency in the Holy Scriptures, to 
inſtruct and direct in Matters of 
Divine Worſhip, able to make 


God's Word, which he forbids, 
Deut. 


"Tar" 


Deut. 4. 2. and is like to be dan- 
zerous to you, Prov. 30. 6. Add 
ot to his Word, left he reprove 
0, &c. and to your Shame you 
be found Liars, and without Re- 
pentance, Mat. 5.19, ſhould be 
counted leaſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Mind what the Spirit 
faith, Rev, 22. 18, 19, God fball 
add unto him all thoſe Plagues writ- 
lien therein, that adds to bis Word ; 
and that takes away from bis 
Mord, God will take away his Part 
out of the Book of Life, and out of 
the Holy City; and you, in doing 
this, will loſe the Comfort of 
what is in God's Holy Book, 


ef | 
hope the Time is near, when 
d nem Heart ſhall be given, and a 
ew Spirit put into the Saints, and 
„aauſe them to walk in his ways; 
, when, 
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when, in that Day of his Power, 


nor wilfully ignorant. Accord. 


ſhall go and lay, Come let us go ud 


aſſembles the Kingdoms, and calls 
fora Waiting upon him, Z-pb. 3. 


Judgments will make way forthe 


God will turn to by People i a 2 


(44) 


bis People ſoall 5 all V, illinoneſs 4 
and conſequently not willingly 


ing to Ja. 2, 2, 3. many People 


to the Mountain of the Lord, the 


Houſe of the God of Jacob, for he 


will teach us of his Wa 555 and we 7 
will walk in his Paths, be 'the Lav 
{hall go out of Sion, Micab 4.4 
Jam inclin'd to think, that the 
Puniſhments the Nations are un-. 
der, are of the Lord, in that he 


8 and that thoſe ade 


9. 


pouring forth of the Spirit, and 
that Bleſſed Day longed for, when 


an. 


(45). 

Language, to ſerve him with ons 
Conſent, The Lord complains 
Moe the Profeſſors of that Day, in 
that he had written to them the 
Great T hings of his Law, Hoſea 
8. 12. but they were accounted as a 
ſtrange thing. 


[this City, when I have heard 
W they. have preached about the 


| Fourth Commandment, and ex- 


pected they would do the Se- 


venth- day Sabbath Diſ-ſervice, | 


Bl by darkening the Counſel of God 


therein, wit h their own Words, but 


could not prevail with them to 


deſiſt, or come to me, to diſ- 


courſe of what might be for each 
of our Good: Holy Fob was of 
another Mind, be would not de- 


Joie 


[ uſed formerly to write to 
ſome Eminent -Miniſters about 


46) 
ſpiſe the Cauſe of bis Man: ſer van pl 
or Maid-ſeruvant, when they con. NYr 
tended with him A know? 
Friend did fo far appear, to ſhut 
his Eyes from the Lord's Sab. 
bath, that when I would have 
given him a Book, that might 
have been helpful to him therein, 
he refusd it, ſhewing ſuch A- 
verſenels to it, that he would not 
condeſcend to take it to Read: 
The Lord change his Mind. But 
to return to my former Matter, II 
mean, to the Perſecution I ſufter'd 
on the Account of Religion. 

When I had been in my Tribu- 
lation ten Days, z. e. Priſoner ten 
Years, or near upon, and the 
Counſel of the Lord had tried 
me, the King ſent, and looſed my 
Bands, and the Ruler of the Peo- 


ple 


(47) 
„ple let me go free, without any 
Snare laid before me. During 
my Confinement, my Aunt, who 
i lived in the fame Town, left me 
„Jalil ſhe had, to the Value of a- 
eff bout an hundred Pounds, this en- 
tabled me to become a Purchaſer 
in Co-partnerſhip, but after 
my Enlargement, ſeparated from 
(them, who purchas d with me, 
and let it out. | 
Alter that I came for London, 
and in fome little time, ſent for 
my Children up, but could not 
| ſoon fall into an Employment, 
| wy I ſought very carefully after 
it; at length, by the Direction 
| of God's Providence, I ſet up 
the Trade of a Linnen-Draper, 
beginning firſt in a Garret, and 
afterwards, I made uſe of a mit. 
dle 


048). 
dle Room, till at length the Pro- 
vidence of God directing, I took 
a Shop in the Little Minories. 
Not long after my Marriage with 


Anne Saunders, one that kept the 


Commandments of God, and the 
Teſtimony of Jeſus, whom God 
gave to me as a Bleſſing, during 
the Space of thirty Years, tho 
moſt of that time ſhe was weak 
and ſickly ; by whom 1 had one 
Son, which lived fix Months, and 
a Daughter ftill-born ; but it 
pleaſed God to releaſe her from 


her Pains, and take her to that 


State, where the Wicked ceaſe 
from Troubli ng, and the V. cary are 
at Reſt. e 
ut e to the Word, 
Job 5. 7. Man is born to Trouble, 
as the Sparks to fly upward : 9 
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(39) 


| was ſettled in very good Buſi- 
neſs, it was not eight Years e'er 4 


General Storm aroſe, that affect- 
ed all the Diſſenters in moſt Parts 


| of this Nation, who were faithful 


and couragious in their holy Pro- 
feſſion: The Enemy turning the 
Laws made againſt Papiſts upon 
the Diſſenters, of which I had 
my Share, and was Fin'd 20 J. 


per Month, being taken at three 
Meetings. EE Foe Ih 
The forward Perſecutors af. 
irghting the Peace-Officers with 
Threats, to cauſe them to make 


Diſtreſs upon my Goods, they 


whether it were that my Family's 
being a finging while they were 


D doing 


came upon the Sabbath- Evening 
to break open my Shop, and had 
almoſt effected it, but left off; 
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Jo 7 
doing it, or by reaſon of ſome o. 
ther powerful Conviction, or that 
Mr. Lomliſon Nailing up the Win 
dows, almoſt broken open, with 
ſome long Nails, prevented then 

I do not determine; howeve 
they gave over for that time 
But being informed by a Neighl 
bour, that they intended to com 
the next Week with the Trained 
Bands, to make a Spoil, and Prey 
of what I had, I ſuddenly rem 
ved my Goods from my Hou 
and Shop, into the City, ani 
made Sale of them; and J, an 
my Wife, went and lived pri. 
vately. ſome Years, until G. 
flay'd bis rough Winds in the Di 
of his Eaft-Winds, and King Jam 
aſcended the Throne, declarin 
tor Liberty of Conſcience. * 

F 


* 


(51). 


After which, I had a Mind to 
leave my Lodgings, and take a 
| Houſe, and Shop, which I was 
1 directed to, by Divine Provi- 
dence, where I have now lived 
near twenty Years, in a proſpe- 
rous Condition; and, fince my 
Heart hath been drawn forth, to 
do ſomething for the Pure Wor- 
{ſhip of my Lord and Saviour, 
lit is viſible, and manifeſt, that 
"Woutward Bleffings havebeen pour- 
ed on me plentifully; and the 
Envy of thoſe in my own Coun- 
try, beſpeaks as if God had ſent 

me, as a Joſeph, to do ſomething 
for the Cauſe of Religion at pre- 
ſent, and for the future; which 
f his Goodneſs, I have lived in 

Wome Meaſure to accompliſh, 


8 The 


(2). 


The next Work I have to do, 


is to leave behind me a ſincere Þ 
Declaration of my! Faith; which | 


is as follows. 


I. | believe there is but One 
God, the Father, of whom are 


en, | 


a. 
all things ; 1 Cor. 8.6. Eph. 4. / 
6. who hath the Heaven for 10 2 
Throne; Iſa. 66. 1. who 15 Inviſible; It. 

whom no Dye hath ſeen by a Na⸗ Ih 
Nez Sight; Col. 1. 15. 1 Iim. 1. I 
7. Unchangeable ; Mal. 3. 6. 

| Filing Heaven and Earth: Jer.23. tt 
24. "who will be a ry R 
Spirit and in Truth ; John 4. 24. Ib 
Without ſuch bodily Parts, as in Wrc 
the Holy Scriptures he is Metz 5 
phorically expreſſed by, ſuch as Wq 
es, Hands, Arms, Legs, &c. Wn: 
Who 1 the only wiſe God, 1 Tim. MW 
8 5 e and "Alſuffici il 


(53) 


| ent, tas, 17. 1. Glorious in Ho- 
| jmeſs, had in Praiſes, doing 
| Wonders, Exod. 15.11. 
2. I believe in one Lord Jeſus 
Cbriſt, by whom are all things, 
and we 4 him; 1 Cor. 8. '6. 
bo was made Fleſh, John 1. 
2. Born of the Virgin Mary, who 
took our humane Nature upon 
him, and was in all things made like 
unto us, Sin only excepted ; Heb. 
4.15. was Baptized when about 
thirty Years of Age to fulfil all 
| Righteouſneſs, Mat. 3. 15. and to 
be unto us a Pattern; which ſeems 
so be a Teſtimony againſt Infant- 
Þ Baptiſm, as that which is not re- 
(quired, nor neceſſary. He came 
not into the World to do his own 
Will, but the Will of bis Father 
that ſent bim; John 6. 38. By 
D 3 whom 


(44) 


| whom i 1s Jn, and Life e- 
|. ternal brought to light by the Go. 
ſpel ; 2 Tim. 1.10. Propheſied of, 
Tſa. 9. 6. That he ſhould be cal- 
led 7 onder ful, Counſellor, tbe Migb- 
ty God, the Everlaſting Father ; 
And in whom are hid all the Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge; 
Col. 2. 3, In whom the Godhead | 
is ſa id to dwell bodily ; Col. 2. 9. 
And bath in theſe If times ſpoken Þ 
unto us by bis Son, whom he bath Þ 
appointed Heir of "all things, ) 
whom he hath made the World, &. 
leb. 1. 2, 3. Who being in the Forn | 
f Gad, 1 it no Robbery to be 
equal with God; Phil. 2.6, 11. Aud 
that every Tongue ſhould confeſs tha if 
Jeſus Chriſt i the Lord, to the Glo- 
77 of God the Father And that al 
Men Tec Bono the Syn as the) 
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honour the Father ; John 5. 5 
Who was propheſied of, J/a. 5 


to ſuffer in our ſtead; Cod 707 


on him the Iniquities of 2 all; He 


| was wounded for our Tuiquities, and 


| died the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring 
us unto God ; 1 Pet. 3. 18. By 
whom we have Redemption through 


bis Blood, the great Bleſſing of 


| Forgiveneſs of Sins, Eph. x. 7. in 


| the Goſpel- way of Faith and fin- 
| cere Repentance : For there 1s no 
ot bey Name given under Heaven by 
| which we muſt be ſaved, but by 
| the Name of Jeſus; Ads 4. 12. 
3. I believe the Holy Spirit to 


| be Eternal; Heb.g.14. Proceed 


ing from God; his powerful Ope- 


rations manifeſted 1 in Quickning, 
Rom. 8. 11. Fob 6. 63. 1 Pet. 3. 
18. in Reufwing II. 3.5. Chang- 


D 4 ing, 


1 
ing, and begetting Sinners, and ſan: 
ctitying them; 1 Cor.6.11. 2 Cor, 
9.17. Enlivening, ſtrengthning, 
enlightning, comforting, and eſta- 
bliſhing all true ſincere Believers; 
and ſearcheth all things, even the 
deep 11 8 of God ; 1 Cor. 2. 10, 
Eph. 3. 16. Jobn 14. 26. I ſhall 
See theſe Articles in com- 
mending to you this Scripture, 
1 John 5.7. There are T hree that 
5 . in Heaven, the Father, 


the Mord, and the Spirit; and theſe : 


three are one, 

4. Concerning Juſtification : 1 
belieye, according to the Holy 
Scriptures, that the Saints are ju- 


flified by Faith, Rom. 5. 1. as an 


Act of Free Grace, not of Merit; 


Rom. 3. 94. Being juſtified freel) 


by bis Grace, Through the Re- 
diempt ian 


(87) 


demption that 1s in Teſus Chrift : 


which was wrought by the Death 


and Sufferings, and Reſurrection 
of the bleſſed Jeſus; Rom. 

Foretold by the Prophet frat: 
ch. 52, 11. Jews and Gentiles are 
| by one God juſtified ; the Circumciſi- 
on by Faith, and the Uncircumciſi- 
on a Faith. Rom. 3.30. And 
tbe Scripture foreſecing that God 


| would juſtify the . Heathen through 


| Fauth, preached before Fi 1 
Fil Abraham Gal. 3. 8, 24. By 


the Merits of the Lord Joly. all 


| that believe are Juſtiſted from all 


| things, &c. Ads 13. 39. A Man 
is not juſtified by the Works of 
the Law, Gal. 2. 16. but by the 


Faith of Jeſus Chriſt : And I be- 


lieve alſo, that this juſtifying 
Faith is evidenc'd by Evangeli- 


cal 
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cal Good-works, a Readineſs off 
Obedience to what God requires: Þ: 
For thus the Apoſtle James ar- 
gues, James 2. 21. Was not A- 
braham our Fatber juftified N. 
Works? Ver. 28. Was not RahabW 


juftify'd by Works ? By Works wa 
Faith made perfect, in ver. 22. 80 


then, as J have before expreſſed, 
By Works a Man juſtified, and 
not by Faith only; as in the 24th 


Verſe. ; 

5. Concerning the Extent of 
Chriſt's Death, as 1 have belie- 
ved almoſt 60 Years, I would not 
renounce my Faith for any baſe 


unworthy Intereſt. 


I believe the Creator of all 


Mankind « good io all, and by 


tender Mercies are over all bs 
Works; Plal. 145. 9. He 18 not 
| 1 8 willing 


(59) 


pilling that any ſhould periſh ; 2 Pet. 

bd. 9. Reaſoning affectionately 

with Sinners, why they will die, 
br be damned. Exel. 18, 31,33. 

tb. 11. Nothing was wanting on 
his part for their Good ; I/ 5. 4. 

bat could I have done more to my 
Vineyard, that 1 have not done? 
[Noth not the Word ſpeak plain? 
John 3. 16, 17, 18. God /o loved 
the World, that he gave his only be- 
gotten * that whoſoever believetb 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
| Everlaſting Life, in the Gift of his 
Son. He had Love and Pity up» 
on all Jews and Gentzles, conclu- 

ding them all in a loſt Eſtate, 
that he might have Mercy on all; 


Rom. 1 1. ver. 32, 33. Cry vp the 1 


Kiches of Free Grace, Othe Hepth 
of the Wi pom and Knowledge of 
God, 


(660) 


| God, &c. The Apoſtle makes thi 


as an Argument univerſally unto 
all, that they ſhould live 10 hin 


that died for them, and roſe gain; 


2 Cor. 5.15. Hed t hat he ded for 


all, and therefore all were dead in 


Law ; and all had periſh'd, hal 


not the Promiſe of Chrift, the 
Meſſias, taken place upon Alam 
ſinning. Doth not the Holy Scrip- 
ture ſay, He ig the Saviour of al 
Men, but eſpecially of them that 
believe? He was not only a Propi- 
tration for Belicvers Sins, but for 
thoſe of the whole World; 1 John 
2.2, It is according to the light 
of my Underſtanding in the Word, 
as clear as the ſhining Sun, that 
the Lord Chrift oa Death for 2 
very Man; Heb. 2 St. Paul 
prefieth to an W Love on 

this 


(6 Sj 
this Ground, 1 Ii m. 2.4, 56. For 
this is goed in the bt 527 God our 
Saviour, who would have all Men 


ſaved, ind come to the Knowledge 


of the Truth; for there is one God, 
and one Mediator between God 9 
Man, that gave 77 a Ranſom 
for all, to be teſtify'd in due time. 
Faith muſt be bottomed on a 
Word; and ſo far J am well fa- 
tisfy'd and contented, to bear any 
| Reproach ; the Judge ſtandeth 
| before the Door, who will vu 
iy me. 
6. ] believe there is but one 
true Viſible Church, that was in 
the former Adminiſtration diſtin- 


guiſhed from the World by Cir- 


cumciſion, Gen. 17. 10, 11. as 
the lnitiating Ordinance into the 


Tewiſh Church; Exod. 12. 44. 


And 
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„ 
And the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
but one true Spouſe, Cant. 6. ) 
or Conſtituted Viſible Church, 
ſince his Aſcention into Hes. 
ven, although the Saints, for 


the Conveniency of Dwelling, 


are diſperſed through ſeveral 


Countries, divided into particular 
Churches; as the ſeven Churches 


of Alia, Rev. 1. 4, 5, 11. the 
Church at Rome, Rom. 1. 7. the 


Church at Corinth, 1 Cor. 1. 2. 


the Church at Galatia, Gal. 1. 2. 
the Church at Philippi, Phil. i. 
1. the Church of Macedonia, 
2 Cor. 8. 1. the Church at The: 
ſalonica, Theſ. 1. 1. the Lord 
Chriſt being the Head, his Au- 


thority gives to each Power, Col. 


1. 18. to act among themſelves. 
Matt. 16. 19. Whatſoever the) 


ſhal 


* — AED 9s 


cz 


in Heaven ; and whatſoever they 


hall looſe on Earth, ſball bs 


laoſed in Heaven. Believers choſen 


out, of the World, John 15. 19. 


Cor. 12. 27. are Members of 


his Body, and were added to the 
| Churches, Mat. 28. 19. Being made 
| Diſciples, they were firſt to be 
| Baptized with Water, ver. 20. 
and then to be taught whatſoever 
elſe the Lord Chriſt commanded ; 


Mat, 28. 20. 
Note, Such Miniſters, who fo 
practiſe according to the Lord 


Chriſt's Commiſhon, have his Pro- 


miſe, that he will be with them 
unto the End of the World. 


The Members of the Goſpel 
Viſible Church, in the latter times, 
when Antichriſt ſhall prevail, are 


noted 


all bind on Earth, Hall be bound 
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Gates into the City, 


near this fixty Years ; that thoſe 


thoſe Younger, who give up them- 


are his Golden Candleſticks ; 


=. 4A. 
noted by the Spirit, Rev. 14, 
12. to be ſuch, as keep the Com- 
mandments of God, and the Fatt 
of Jeſus; and ſuch are, and ſhall 
be Blcjſed. Rev. 22. 14. Bleſſed 
are they that do his Contmanaments, 
that they may have Right to the 
Tree of Life, and enter in by the 


It hath been my profeſſed 
Faith, according to the Word, 


Perſons, Men, or Women, or 


{elves to the Lord, and to each other, 
by the Will of God; 2 Cor. 8. 5; 
becoming /zvely Stones; 1 Pet. 2. 
5. and holding faſt their moſt bol) 
Profeſſon to the End; Heb. 3. 6. 


Rev. 1. 20. the Light of the 
World, 


— 
- 


orld, and the Church of the 
Firſt- born, which are written in 
Heaven; Heb. 12. 23. and his 
Flock. 1 Pet. 5. 2. 


And when ſo built up, a' ſpirt- 
ma! Houſe, an holy Prieſt hood, to 
'v up ſpiritual Satrifice, accepta- 
Ble to God, by Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 
1 5. ard 6s new. born Babes deſire 
the fincere Milk of the Word, with 
the Sacraments of Bapriſmm, with _ 
Water, and the Lord's Supper 
purely adminiſtred : They are 
he Lord Chriſt's Church, and it 
5s their Duty to chooſe, from! a- 
mong themfelves; ſuch, as accord- 
ing to the Word are moſt fitly 
Aualified for Church-Offices; 
which Offices are not by the Pas 
tron tobe thruſt upon them, with- 

e out 


— — — 


rit's Help and Direction in the 


45 5% 6. 


in the Hand of God may be fur- 


ers; The Paſtor to be gifted, anl 
qualified with Grace from Goc 


. 

out their free Choice; but the 
whole Church is ſolemnly to 
wait upon God, by Faſting and 
Prayer, depending upon the Spi. 


D ˙ A Oda cn _ uu 


Choice. Ads 1. 24. Chap. 6. zn 


1 believe, ſuch a Church of 
Chriſt is to have a Miniſtry, that 


ther Uſeful and Inſtrumental, to 
build them up in their moſt holy 
Faith. The ſaid Miniſtry to be 
of two ſorts, Paſtors and T each 


and with his Miſſion from the 
Free Choice of the People, fig- 
nified by a Suffrage, and. lifting 
up their Hands, and Hearts. 


The 


of the ſame Mind: 1 Pei. . %% 


As every one hath received the 
(rift, ſo miniſter the ſame one to 


IC 


75% 


The Teachers that have Divine 


Gifts, are to be accepted, and 


countenanced ; for ſuch, God 


hath ſo far approved of, that he 
hath wrought with them. 


1 do not approve of the Mo- 
nopolizing the Miniftry of the 
Goſpel by one, and not giving 
Encouragement to others. Mo- 
ſes was of another Mind; I would, 


faith he, that all the Lord s Peo⸗ 


ple were Prophets, and that God 
would pour out his Spertt upon 
them. Num. 11.29. St. Peter was 


anther, as good Stewards of the 
manifold Grace of God. 

N. B. 1 do not read in the Go- 
po of the New Teſtament, that 
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(68 F 
the Church of Chriſt had any 
Lords, or Lords Biſhops, that are 
made ſo by an earthly or ſecular 
Power, that is Supreme: But 
thoſe that are ſtiled Biſhop, El- 
ders, Overſeers, Paſtors, Shep- 
herds, are one and the fame in 
their Office in Chriſt's Church, 


uot Lords over God's Heritage, bu 


their Servants for Chriſt” S ſake 
2 Cor. 4.5. 
'Tis the Duty of the Peo ole 
to count ſuch worthy of double Hs 
our; 1 Tim. 5. 17. To pray h 
j them ; 1 Theſ. 5. 25. Eph.6.18 
j And to communicate to them frech 
and plentifully, as their Neceſſic 
may require, of their carnal things: 
RS 
I believe the Communion of | 
f Saints is a great Bleſſing and & 
nefit 


— —— 


(69) . 


nefit, while we are in this World, 


and blame them who ſlight it; 
who put themſelves out of a Ca- 
pacity of doing theſe great Du- 


ties, which is part of their Work 
and Duty for God in their Day 


and Generation; 2. e. to warn the 


Ml Unruly; comfort the feeble mind- 
ed, and ſupport the weak; 1 Theſſ. 


5. 14. Lo exbort one another dai- 


ly, and ſo much the more, as they 


bardued through the Decenfulneſs 
Sin: Heb. 3. 13. And as they 


hour to reſtore ſuch in the Spirit of 


ſelves may alſo be tempted. Gal. 6. 
1,2. God forbids us to Hate our 
Brother in our Heart, by ſuffermmg 
e- bin ta live in Sin, aud not rebuke 


ſee the Day approaching; left any be. 


lee any guertaken in a Fault, to la- 


Meekneſs ; conſidering that tbom- 


bim; 


—— ——— 


(70) 

*. Lev. 19. 17. But if be re- 
pent, we ſhould forgive him; if not, 
we ſhould do our Duty. Mat. 15 
15. And the Church ought to do 
theirs, in purging, out the Old 
Leaven of Sin, that may hinder 
them from having the Preſence of 
God with them. 1 Cor. 5. 7. 

And as our Lot is fallen in 
theſe latter Times, wherein Iu 
quit) abounds, and the Love of 
many waxes cold; Mat. 24. 12. 
we ought to love os another with a 
pure Heart fervently; 1 Pet. 1. 22, 
ſo as to ſympathize with our Fel. 
low-Chriftians in all their out- 
ward Conditions of Proſperity 
| and Adverſity; Gal. 6. 2. 2 Cor. 
11. 29. Communicating to the Ne- 
ceſſities of the Saints, Rom. 12.13. 


and be like unto I + who 
[4 


— Ae „ 9k 


(21) 
had a natural Care of the Saints: 
Phil. 2. 2; 

J believe the RefurreGiiun of + 
the Body, of the Juſt and Un- 
juſt; Ads 24.15. And the dead in 
Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, to the Reſur- 
rection of Life; John 5. 29. 
Bleſſed and holy 1; be that hath part 
in the firſt Referees on bim the 
ſecond Death fball have no Power; 
but they ſhall be Prieſts of God, 
aud of Chr, and ſhall reign with - 
bim a thouſand Tears, Rev. 20. 6, 
But if it ſhould be, as ſome ſay, 
that there 4s no Reſurredion of the 
Dead, then is Chriſt not riſen; 
| Cor. 15. 13. And then the 
Preaching of St. Paul, and the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, mu$t be 
vain, and their Faith, in vain; 


Cor. 15. 14. And bring a Ble. | 
miſh 


. poral* Murder; conceiv'd as well 


(75) 


miſh-upon them as falſe Witneſ:- 
ſes ; and there would be no Sal. 


vation: to thoſe fallen aſleep in 
Chriſt, but they muſt ete#nally 


periſh, 1 Cor. 15. 17 18. So that 


2 ſound Faith therein will be 


much the Comfort of true Belie. 
vers in this World; and ſhall be 
their Eternal Glory and Happi- 


neſs hereafterin Heaven. 
Lbelieve the Eternal Judgment, 


Heb. 6. 2; and that for every idle 
Mord that Men fhall* ſpeak, thiy 
muſt give an Account in that day, 
Mate 12. 36. as well as for grofs 
Sins, which are vifibly and di- 
rectly againſt the -Law'of God; 


viz, Profane Swearing,., Curing, 


Stealing, Lying, Drunkenneſs, 


Spiritual Whoredom, and Cor 


28 


Fo. 
as ated, Nc. and that all Hall 
appear before the Judgment- Seat 
of Chriſt. 2 Cor. 5. 9, 10. who 
will be their Judge at his Ap- 

Ipearance and Kingdom; 2 I'm. 
4. 1. John 5. 22. For the Father 
udeeth no Man, but hath commit- 
ted all Judgment to the Son: The 
1ſt Witneſs ſhall be their own 
Conſciences, aceuſing or excu- 
ling, when God ſhall judge the S- 
crets of Mens Hearts by Jeſus 
Chriſt Sg. according to the Goſpel. 


Rom. 25 I 6. 5 


adh. The holy Scripture: Job 
12. 4.7, 48. Ihe Words that Cbriſt 


the laſt Day; compared with Rev. 
20. 12. T ſaw the Dead, ſmall and 
great, ſtand before God, and the 
Books pere opened ; and anotber 


F Book 
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pake, the ſame fhall judge Men in 


. the Hes of bim with won | we Pau 


(74) 


Book was. opened, which was the 
Book of Life ; ; and the Dead were 
judged out of thoſe things that were 
written in the Books. 

Zuly. The Saints ſhall by thei 
holy andobedient Lives judge the 
World. 

Athh. The 1 himſelf will 
witneſs againſt, and judge * 
ners; Mat. 25. 42, 43)44 
an hungred, and ye gave me 1 
Meat: I was thirfly, and ye gave 
me no Drin: I was a Stranger, 
and je took me not in: naked aud ye 
cloathed me not: fick and in Priſon, 
and ye viſe ted me not. Before him 
there 18 not any Creature, f that % 


not manifeſt in his fight * but all 


things are naked, and open 'd unto | 


70 do Heb, 4: IS 


It will be a Righteous and Juſt 


Judgment : He | will give to eve- 1 
ry one according to their Works; + 


Rev. 2. 23. He ſpall not judge af- 
ter the fight of bis Eyes, neither 
reprove after the hearing of bs i 
Ears, but with Righteouſneſs ſhall 


| be judge the Poor, and reprove with 


Zig. . 11. % 
And the Lord of his Infinite 


Goodneſs grant, we may be duly 


prepar d for this Day. 


r 
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age 27. line 17, for haften d read heigbihen d. P. 47; 
J. 9. before ſeparated, place . 
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holy and obedient Lives judge the 
World. 


ners; Mat. 25. 42, 4344. 


Meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave 
me no Drink: I was a Stranger, 


cloat hed me not: fick and in Priſon, 


not manifeſt in his fight * but al 


the Eyes of bim with whom | we Pave 


24) 


Book was opened, which was the 
Book of Life ; - and the Dead were 


judged out of thoſe things that were 
written in the Books. 


2dly. The Saints ſhall by _ 
4thly. The Judge himſelf wil 
witneſs againſt, and judge = 


an hungred, and ve gave me i 


and je took me not in: naked and ye 


and ye viſe ted me not. Before him 
there 15 not any Creature, that i 


things are naked, and open 'd unto 


70 do Heb, 4: 13. 


Eig. I. 11. é 
Y And the Lord of his Infinite 
Goodneſs grant, we may be duly 


(36) 


It will be a Righteous and Juſt | 


judgment: He will give to eve- 


ry one according to their Works; + 
Rev. 2. 23. He ſpall not judge af- 

ter the fight of bus Eyes, neither 
reprove after the hearing of bis 
Fars, but with Righteouſneſs ſhall 
he judge the Poor, and reprove with 


* 


prepar'd for this Day. 


—— 
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Age 27. line 1 7. for haſten d read heighthen'd, P. 47. | 
1..9. before ſeparated, place c. 
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